Insidious onset of acute alveolar hypoventilation following intermittent positive-pressure breathing (IPPB).
2 patients developing acute alveolar hypoventilation following IPPB therapy are presented. The hypoventilation occurred insidiously following therapy. It is hypothesized that respiratory center depression from excessive oxygen administration caused the hypoventilation. When the IPPB machines were driven by compressed air instead of oxygen, this complication was revealed in 1 of the patients.